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Openings for Piping
Students

Thank you to all who attended our first ever Cabare
Night! It was a fun-filled event. For those whiteaded,
please let us know if you would like to see thipetyof
event again in the future.
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This month we have our major fundraiser, the SaegDi
Ages 7 through 14 Scottish Highland Games. Money raised from thisngév
not only supports our organization, but supports
scholarships for pipers and dancers. If you are &b
Classes held in Vista on volunteer to work in the food booth and for set ap
Monday evenings Friday and take down on Sunday, please contact me.

No experience necessary

For more information call . . . .
(858) 592-9228 If you enjoy listening to the pipes, please comethe

Or E-mail: Bagpipe Concert on Thursday, June 24. Look forildeta
CNaismith@aol.com this newsletter.

For background

on instructor Campbell Mike Hamnquist, President
Naismith

Go to:
Vortexstreetmusic.com
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The stated goal of the North
County Scots, as a non-profit
organization, is to sponsor
Scottish oriented youth
activities and find pleasure in
activities with other Scottish
Associations and friends.

- Bruce

Of all the names which grace the pages of Scottistory, it is that
of Bruce which shines with the most radiant huee Tneat Clan
Bruce is forever connected with their most illustis forefather, King
Robert the Bruce, champion of Scotland's struggtarfdependence,
a man revered for centuries in the hearts of Stofpiatriots. The
Bruces originate from a powerful French family, waisived in Britain with the Norman
invasion of 1066. The first Robert de Brus, fromowhthe Clan descend, was a warrior
noble who supported William I in his conquest ofglamd. His son, Robert (1078-1141)
became a firm friend of Scotland's King David | dnid loyalty met with great rewards.
Robert was granted rich and fertile lands in Anra@dover which Bruce was created the
first Lord of Annandale.

The Bruces' claim to the throne emerged throughithd.ord of Annandale's marriage to
King William the Lyon's niece in the 13th Centui¢hen the 5th Lord's claim was
overturned in favour of the puppet king John Ballibe power of the Scottish Crown was
ceded to the infamous Edward |, King of Englande Tith Lord of Annandale and 2nd
Lord of Carrick, Robert the Bruce, initially stobg King Edward, but revoked his loyalty
upon the English monarch's cruel torture and exacwif the patriot William Wallace.

In 1306, Robert had himself crowned King, muchhe thagrin of the English sovereign.
Bruce's leadership proved to be brilliant, andftbeer of Scottish independence flourished
under his control. In 1314, King Robert the Bruahiaved the crowning glory of the
independence movement at the Battle of Bannockddemne the Scots defeated a larger
English army and ensured that Scotland would bedrbly Scots, free from the shackles of
any overlord. From these glorious beginnings, thecBs have continued to be an honoured
Clan. The Bruces natural affinity with the monarcegsured success, and the Bruces
obtained the Earldom of Elgin in 1633, followedthg Earldom of Kincardine in 1647. The
Clan Bruces' exploits have charmed Scotland dowsuth the centuries, with James Bruce
of Kinnaird being renowned for his African explaoats. True to his Bruce blood, James
adventured down the Nile to Abyssinia between 1&168 1772. He survived this dangerous
challenge, only to die falling down the stairs ah#aird House while rushing to assist a
lady into her carriage. Another Bruce of note isoiflas Bruce, 7th Earl of Elgin, who
obtained ancient Greek sculptures for display & Bhnitish Museum in 1799., where they
can still be seen to this day. The Bruce Clan aeesf a lion, and the proud motto reads
"Fuimus" meaning, in Latin "We have been". The tiseAndrew Bruce, the Earl of Elgin
and Kincardine, who resides in Broomhall, Fife.

From: www.scottish-heirloom.com/bruce_clan/scéttidans_history.html

The motto of the clan is: “We Have Been”

Picture from: www.squidoo.com/Clan-Bruce



- Curried Chicken Shepherd’s Pie

June/July 2010

In the July issue, we will feature the results friva Costa Mesa Games and the
San Diego Scottish Highland Games. Stay tuned!
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The College of Piping, Glasgow
The California Summer School of Piping
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June 24 Bagpipe Concert
June 26 & 27 San Diego Scottish Highland Games
July 18 The Tannahill Weavers




AMSDconcerts presents The Tannahill Weavers , Sunday, July 18 at 7:30 pm. The
Tannahill Weavers are one of Scotland’s premier traditional bands. Their diverse
repertoire spans the centuries with fire-driven instrumentals, topical songs, and original
ballads and lullabies. Their music demonstrates to old and young alike the rich musical
heritage of the Celtic people.

The Tannabhills have that uniqgue combination of traditional melodies, driving rhythmic
accompaniment, and rich vocals that make their performances unforgettable. Over the
years the Tannies have been international trailblazers for Scottish music, and their tight
harmonies and powerful, inventive arrangements have won them fans from beyond the
folk and Celtic music scenes. They are firmly established as one of the premier groups
on the concert stage. From reflective ballads to foot-stomping reels and jigs, the variety
and range of the material they perform is matched only by their enthusiasm and lively
Celtic spirits.

Tickets are $20/*$45 *Dinner package

Tickets can be purchased on line at AMSDconcerts.com. Venue is 4650 Mansfield
Street, San Diego, CA 92116

Questions? Call (619) 303-8176.

The Battle of Bannockburn
June 24, 1314

Sieqge of Stirling and the pact with Mowbray

In the year 1314, after 18 years of war, Scotlamdhnof the Forth was free. Stirling, one of the

few castles still held by the English lay under t8sb siege. Edward Bruce, the King's brother,
lacking in siege equipment, had remained theirmi@ny months in the hope of starving the

English out. Sometime in the spring though, Edwandthe chivalry of the time, made a pact

with the castle's governor, one Sir Philip Mowbréiywas agreed that if an English relieving

force had not arrived by midsummer's eve, the eastiuld be surrendered to the Scots. Robert,
on hearing of this was furious with his brother.f&ohe had relied entirely on guerrilla tactics to

oust the English, and undoubtedly Edward Il wowtds a force north, which would mean a

pitched battle if Stirling was to be saved.




Edward II, on hearing this news was only too happyblige, deciding he could finish his
father's work in one huge thrust. He amassed ay afreome 40,000 men with the intention of
crushing the rebellious Scots once and for alfjredly putting and end to the dispute.

His army was an enormous one, even by medievabatds. It included some 2,500 heavy
cavalry, 2000 Welsh bowmen and 500 light cavalrithwhe rest consisting of highly trained
infantry. Edward felt openly confident that the imigof his powerful army would easily
overwhelm the Scots, who numbered only some 13,600owing this army, Edward had a
huge train of equipment and supplies, which inatbeaponry, siege engines, foods, wines, and
the riches of the Knights and Barons. To watch#rs, sight of a column of such splendour
marching past must have been magnificent.

Edward had his army muster at Berwick-upon-Tweednithere, some two weeks before the
deadline, they crossed the border at Coldstreachprearched north to Stirling.

Randolph's encounter with Beaumont and Clifford

On the 23rd of June, midsummer's eve 1314, the awm¥dward Il arrived before the
Bannockburn ford.

As Robert Bruce had anticipated, they had comeheydld roman road, so he had set his
positions accordingly, his divisions lining the doander the cover of the forest. For him to win
he would need to fight the battle on his terms,alvhineant confining the bulk of the English

army to a gap to small for them to fight at fulrde. He hoped then that his schiltroms* could
repel the thrust of the English cavalry, keepirgylimes unbroken.

For the battle site, Robert had chosen the narrap lgetween the woods surrounding the
Bannockburn village and those on Gillies Hill, negnere the road fords the Bannock Burn.
Within the woods he blocked all paths with brancaed dug pits which he covered with sticks,
anti-cavalry traps intended to counter an outflagkinovement. Then with his men in position,
he waited.

* A schiltrom was basically a large circle of meravcarried huge 15 ft pikes. They were
trained to march consistently in this formation twgikes outwards, forming an impenetrable
wall of spears.

On the arrival of the English, Stirling's govern8ir Philip Mowbray rode out to meet Edward.
He pleaded that a force should be dispatched teveethe castles garrison, to which Edward
agreed, giving him 500 cavalry.

Mowbray knew the Scots positions would make ushegrbad impossible, so he led the force,
under Sir Clifford and Sir Beaumont along a narfadle path leading from the village to the
castle. Within the gorge, which the path followtd English Knights were well hidden from the
Scottish positions. Luckily, just before they hadmaged to pass, Robert spotted them and
immediately dispatched Randolph to intercept.

Randolph quickly gathered his men and charged dowards the English, blocking their path.
He knew that there would be no option but to figtstthe English were 500 horse, and would be
confident of breaking the Scots lines. So, as thgligh cavalry gathered for the charge, within
the Scots schiltrom spears were grounded and nausttkined in preparation for their impact.

The first wave of cavalry hit the Scots with trerdeuns force. Their lines held sure though and
many English Knights crashed to their deaths onwia#l of spikes. The cavalry retreated,

gathered and charged again, but still they coutdoreak through. This continued for some time,
each charge weakening as more knights fell, their dead blocking their path.

Meanwhile James Douglas, concerned for Randolpbkis persuaded Robert to let him take a
small division of reinforcements down to the bat{®n arrival though he was greeted by a



surprise; it was not the Scots who were failing, the English, who had given up charging and
had now resorted to throwing their hand weaportseaBcots, though to little effect. So Douglas,
seeing that it was Randolph's fight, and almost wwld his men and watched as his friend
finished the English himself.

The English cavalry began again to retreat, andhegatl a small distance from the Scots
schiltrom. Suddenly the Scots, confident now oftang, did something before unheard of in
medieval warfare, they charged the cavalry. Forghglish knights this was the last straw. Tired
and disorientated, they now found themselves swairyethe Scottish infantry and in a blind
panic began to scatter. Of the 500 English Knigit® set out to Stirling, only around 400
struggled back to the camp. As for Scots losesdBah reported only 6.

This victory, though small in the fact that theyrevestill outhnumbered 3 to 1, elated the Scots.
Although they knew the worst maybe still to confeeit victory would not only demoralise the
English, but prove undoubtedly that a well diseipll schiltrom was capable of repelling heavy
cavalry.

James and Randolph returned, taking up their positagain within the Scots lines. On their
arrival however, they were to be greeted with tbevsi1that Randolph's men were not the only
ones to have seen some action. There had alsosbess skirmishing on the battle front, where
The Bruce's division were in position. These skatmais had been sparked by an incident which
was undoubtedly the tensest moment of the entirga#&gn for The Bruce's men, but with which
any Scot with a knowledge of the King rememberépitide.

Encounter of Bruce and De Bohun

The main bulk of the English van had crossed thenBaek Burn and taken up position facing
The Bruce's division. A young English Knight, onertly De Bohun, spotted a lone figure riding
back and forth along the Scots lines. Moving clp$er noticed that the man carried no crest
upon his helmet, but a crown. Seeing that it wasenather than King Robert himself, Bohun
realised in his quest for glory, that he could grelbattle in one go.

Moving from the English lines De Bohun, fully armred and riding a heavy cavalry horse urged
his beast to a gallop, and lowering his lance heedistraight for the King. Robert, armed only
with a battle axe and on a smaller horse, heldghisind however until the last second. Just
before De Bohun hit him, Robert quickly moved hisde aside and in one blow split open both
the young knight's with his battle axe.

The Scots gave a sigh of relief, many shouting ailmaw senseless Robert had been in
endangering not only his own life but the futuretledir cause. The King however replied only
with a complaint to the fact that he had broken shaft of his favourite axe, which rather
annoyed him.

This incident obviously could have had horrific sequences if The Bruce had been killed. It
would have left the Scots both leaderless and sgybn the eve of battle, probably putting to
an end their long struggle. Luckily Robert remaimadirely unscathed to the great relief of his
men.

That night, after further small skirmishes along front line, the English retired and made camp
upon the carse, some distance from the Scots lfeesRobert, it was a time to make some very
important decisions. From past experience, he khatbecause of the small size of his army, to
beat the English he needed to fight them at his@hdocation, preferably a place where they
were confined to a small front. Robert had origyaitended this to be between the forest of
Gillies Hill and the Bannock Burn gorge. Now thatvizard's army had camped upon the carse,
the battle would inevitably have to take place lom flat field that stretched down from the road
towards it. This meant that the battle front wadeomuch larger than Robert would have liked.
The only benefit to this site was the small gorgattlay between the carse and the field.



Although it was not particularly deep, it's sidesre/steep and it would be a slow process for the
large English army to cross safely. Robert knew ifhlae could attack the English as they were
still crossing, he might be able to drive them bagpkn their own men still trying to cross the
gorge. This would cause confusion and disorgamisamong them, exactly what he needed.

Later that evening a young Scottish Knight, desgrthe English side, rode into Robert's camp
and asked to speak to the King, telling him he ednb change his allegiance. The King, always
happy for new recruits, especially from his eneaggepted and let the man pay homage. With
him the knight also brought news, apparently thgliEh had been very demoralised by the
events of the day and many were unhappy with y&ing Edward's command. For Robert, this
was the final factor in his decision. He spentdiiening discussing the matter with each division
in turn, and asked their opinions. For him, unilkkany commanders of the time, the thoughts of
his men were as important as his own. And to thenrgaestion, would they follow him and
fight, he was given a resounding "yes".

Main Battle - 24th June 1314

At first light the Scots were already in positidmmoking down towards the carse they could see
the English hurriedly preparing for battle, withketfirst of their cavalry making it's way across

the gorge. Robert gave one final address to higpgdoefore they were given their church

blessing. Edward, watching the Scots kneeling ayer, laughed aloud believing they begged
for his mercy. A wiser man then told him; yes, tlogy beg , but not to him.

Soon the main bulk of the English van had croskedgbrge and had formed up in preparation
for the charge. Robert then ordered his troopsdeamut from the trees, and gathering into their
schiltroms, they took up position to face the ongha. Within the English cavalry their was
confusion however, with two commanders arguing avieo was to lead the charge. One called
for an advance and rode forward, but was only Yodld by a few, the rest of the cavalry,
momentarily confused struggled to follow.

The impact as the English horse hit the schiltrevas tremendous, but the Scots held. Many of
the English knights, charging unorganised, werkedibutright on the Scottish pikes, others fell
or were dragged from their horses to be crusheitidily own men or killed by the Scots.

The lack of English organisation was now becomingihly apparent to them. Most of their
archers were now across the gorge and in a pamtea@we had given the order to fire.
Unfortunately for them, not only were they hittitige Scots but much of their own retreating
cavalry. The archers were bad news for the Scdts, w0 longer had the cover of the trees, but
Robert had planned for this. As soon as he gavesithaal, Keith the Marischal of Scotland,
commanding some 500 mounted infantry charged othefvoods and routed the archers from
the field.

With the cavalry retreating, and the archers swadtethere was huge confusion among the
English ranks. The Scots, seeing this lifted tpéies and slowly advanced, in perfect formation,
driving their struggling enemy back towards theggorWhat remained of the English cavalry
continued to retreat and charge, each time beiatehéack by the wall of Scottish spikes. With
the Scots forcing those who had reached the figlthér and further back towards the gorge, and
at the same time the main bulk of the English itrfastill trying to cross, those who were
retreating were blocking those advancing. The Bhglrmy's fate was sealed.

The schiltroms pressed on, pushing more and more inmte the horrific crush the gorge had
become. Horses and men tumbled down the sidesngmyer each other until, as one witness
described it: "bodies lay so thick a man could srb® burn dry-shod".

Soon almost all of the English, most not even gigechance to fight, were scattering. Many
drowned as they tried to cross the Forth, othere Wwiled or crushed by their own companions



in the mad race to escape. Those still left figitom the battlefield were few and Robert, seeing
the victory was theirs gave the order to breaknghgve chase.

Sir James Douglas, spotting the escape of Edwasdgiveen permission by Robert to follow.
The young King quickly reached the gates of Stylbut no matter how much he pleaded, the
governor Philip Mowbray refused to let him in. Monalg argued that he must hold his part of the
pact as the Scots had been true to theirs. Withgladswon his tail, Edward had little time to argue
S0 gave up and set off south. After many days of h@ing, made worse by Douglas happily
picking off any stragglers of the Kings party, hetually made it to Dunbar Castle. From there
a ship took the English king, thoroughly beaten lanchiliated, back south to England.

For the Scots, the battle was undeniably one ofgtkeatest in history. Their King, who for 18
years had fought for a cause once thought impasdilald led them to victory. Edward may have
had the military might of all England behind hinutlin the end it was no match for an army of
freedom fighters distinctly lacking in blue blood.

Battle of Bannockburn
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Battle Location

There has long been confusion as to the exactitocaf the battle (see battle map above). This
is probably due to the fact that much of the sitenow covered with the present village of
Bannockburn, where one would find it harder to sage a medieval battle. For this reason
historians have preferred to put the site on theléind to the north, bordering the river Forth. In
the present day this idea would seem acceptabtbeasite is well drained agricultural land,

perfect conditions for battle. One must remembeudg, that in the 14th Century it would have
been the marshy wetland of the river Forth floodiml across which not even an incompetent
fool like Edward Il would choose to do battle. Fbis reason, and through the interpretation of
records it is generally agreed that the battle layeto the north of the Bannockburn gorge on
relatively flat land between the carse (marshlam) Gillies hill.

From: www.braveheart.co.uk/macbrave/history/bruce/banseq.htm



Advertise in this space for a year!

It's time to renew or start your advertising. Simply mail in your business card and a check for $10 and
you will appear in the next publication.
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