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Come to the Cabaret!  The North County Scots is 
sponsoring their first ever cabaret show on Saturday, May 
15.  Come and join us at 6 pm to enjoy a social hour before 
the singing begins.  The Supper Club will provide the 
entertainment which will be a fun filled evening of favorite 
musical numbers.  The show will begin at 7 pm.  We hope 
that you use the order form in this newsletter to get your 
presale! 

June brings us the San Diego Scottish Highland Games.  
We will be looking for volunteers to work in the food 
booth and for set up on Friday and take down on Sunday.  
If you can volunteer, please contact me. 

Mike Hamnquist, President 

 

Volume 6                   Issue 5 

Openings for Piping 
Students 

 
 

Ages 7 through 14 
 

No experience necessary 
 

Classes held in Vista on 
Monday evenings 

 
For more information call 

(858) 592-9228 
Or E-mail: 

CNaismith@aol.com 
 

For background 
on instructor Campbell 

Naismith 
Go to: 

Vortexstreetmusic.com 



����������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���
- MacNeil 
Origins  The name is derived from Niall, a descendant of 
an Irish prince who married into the royal house of 
Dalriada. He was said to be descended from "Niall of the 
Nine Hostages" a king of Tara in Ireland who ruled 
around 400. They were originally confined to the islands 

of the Hebrides, mainly Barra, Gigha and Colonsay and a small enclave in Argyll 
at Taynish. 

 MacNeil of Barra  The first Niall came to Barra around 1049 and is considered 
to be the first chief of the clan. Neil MacNeil was the fifth chief and was 
described as a prince at the Council of the Isles held in 1252. He was still chief 
after the Battle of Largs in 1263 which ended the domination of the Western Isles 
by the Vikings from Norway. Neil's son, Neil Og Macneil, is believed to have 
fought for Robert the Bruce at Bannockburn in 1314 and was given land in 
northern Kintyre.  

Gilleonan, the 9th chief, was given a charter of Barra and Boisdale in 1427 from 
the Lord of the Isles. In the 16th century, the 12th chief (also named Gilleonan) 
attended a meeting with King James V at Portree, along with a number of other 
island lords. He was promptly imprisoned for many years, despite being promised 
a safe conduct by the king. He was not released until 1542 when the Regent 
Moray tried to use the chiefs in the isles to inhibit the power of the Campbells in 
Argyll.  

In the 16th century, the MacNeils augmented their income with a bit of piracy 
and were sometimes referred to as the "last of the Vikings". The 15th chief was 
denounced so many times that he was labelled a "hereditary outlaw". On one 
occasion the chief was tricked into appearing before King James VI for attacking 
the English ships of Queen Elizabeth. When asked why he had done so, he 
replied that he thought he was doing the King a favour by annoying the woman 
who had beheaded the monarch's mother (Mary Queen of Scots). Eventually, the 
king issued letters requiring loyal subjects to "extirpate and root out" both the 
chief and members of the clan. In 1610, the chief's nephews attacked the seat of 
the clan chief at Kiessimul Castle, captured their uncle and put him in chains. The 
chief's son became head of the clan and fought for King Charles II at the Battle of 
Worcester. The next chief, Roderick Dhu, was received at court in London and 
granted a royal charter for all the lands of Barra. The clan remained loyal to the 
crown - including the "Old Pretender" when the Jacobite Uprising of 1715 took 
place.  

The MacNeil stronghold on Barra was Kisimul Castle. There may have been a building there as early as the 
11th century but the present structure probably dates from the 13th century but the dates are uncertain. The 
castle was beseiged several time in the various clan wars. But when the 21st clan chief became bankrupt in 
1848, it was sold along with Barra to the Gordons of Cluny who later sold it to the Cathcarts.  The line of the 
hereditary chief passed to a cousin who had emigrated to North America earlier in the 19th century. In a 
romantic turnaround, a later clan chief, Robert Lister MacNeil, came back from America to Barra in 1937 and 
purchased the castle and subsequently devoted his life to restoring it. His son, Ian Roderick MacNeil (the 46th 
of the Clan MacNeil if you start with Niall of the Nine Hostages) is a distinguished lawyer and has continued 
that task. Recently the National Trust has taken over the restoration work on a long-term lease (for a Pound a 
year and a bottle of whisky!)  
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The stated goal of the North 
County Scots, as a non-profit 

organization, is to sponsor 
Scottish oriented youth 

activities and find pleasure in 
activities with other Scottish 

Associations and friends. 



MacNeill of Colonsay  The members of the clan who lived on the island of Colonsay usually spelt the name 
MacNeill. They had come to Colonsay from Taynish (on the Argyll mainland) and the island of Gigha. 
Torquil MacNeill of Taynish was granted the islands of Gigha and Danna and on the mainland in 1440 by 
Alexander, Lord of the Isles. Torquil became keeper of Sween Castle in 1449 but the castle passed to the 
MacMillans through marriage to a female heiress when the male line failed.  

Torquil MacNeill had a large number of children who formed many minor branches, creating a complicated 
genealogy (which the MacNeill children were said to be required to recite backwards every Sunday!). Gigha 
was sold to the Campbells in 1554 but was later repurchased by the end of the 16th century.  

MacNeills had been established on Colonsay from early times and in 1700 Donald MacNeil of Crear 
acquired the island from the Earl of Argyll, in exchange for his own estates. But when the kelp industry 
collapsed in the second half of the 19th century, the island was sold to pay off debts. The chieftainship 
passed to a MacNeill in New Zealand.  

MacNeills in Galloway  A separate family of MacNeills was founded by a Gilbert MacNeill and was 
granted lands in the Rhinns of Galloway by Robert the Bruce. Another Galloway family, the MacNeillys, are 
unrelated - their name is derived from "mac an fhilidh" meaning son of the poet.  

From: www.rampantscotland.com/clans/blclanmacneil.htm 

As a member of Clan MacNeil, you are entitled to wear the Crest of the Clan Chief as a "Badge."  The crest 
must be surrounded by a belt or "Garter".  On this belt is written the motto of the Clan.  In the case of Clan 
MacNeil of Barra, the motto in Gaelic is "Buaidh No Bas"  the motto in Latin is "Vincere Vel Mori."  Both 
mottos can be translated as "Victory or Death" or "Conquer or Die."  The crest of MacNeil of Barra is a 
Rock. 

In the case of Clan MacNeil of Colonsay/Gigha, the Latin motto is styled as "Vincere Aut Mori", and the 
crest is an upraised armoured dexter arm grasping a dagger.  Both crests are set upon a wreath or torse.  In 
some badges the crest may be depicted set upon a Chapeau or "Cap of Maintenance" as seen in the Arms of 
the Chief. 

 

 

from: http://www.clanmacneil.ca/tartan3.htm 

Original Image Source:  Electric Scotland Altered/Combined and Colourized Image with Gaelic Text:  Clan MacNeil Net 
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 From:  http://www.humorsphere.com/humor/scottish_jokes.htm 
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Kyle Radwanski placed first in the 2/4 March and second in the Slow Aire at the 15th Annual 
Bakersfield Scottish Gathering & Games on April 10.  Later that evening at the ceilidh he was 
invited on stage to pipe with the Wicked Tinkers.  Way to go, Kyle!  At the Sacramento Games, 
Cameron Hamnquist placed in the following: Grade 4 - second place Slow Aire, fourth place Piobaireachd, 
Jordan Rowley placed in:  Grade 3 - Second Piobaireachd, (he also received a third, and two fourth’s waiting 
for Campbell.) 

On May 12, Jordan Fowley, Hayden Noris, Kyle Radwanski, and Cameron Hamquist will pipe for 
a multicultural event being held at Camp Pendleton.  This event will be from 11 – 2.  They will also 
have Highland dancers.  If you attend, stop by the NCS/SDSHG booth.�

 



 
The North County Scots will be featuring  

“The Supper Club”   
A Cabaret Show to be held on May 15. 

Pre-sale tickets are $15 or $20 at the door. 
Social hour ~ 6 pm  

Show ~ 7 pm 

Join us for this fun and exciting new event. 

 

Name:          

Address:         

Telephone:         

E-mail:         

Number of tickets:       
 
Mail in ticket orders to:  North County Scots, P O Box 1953, Vista, CA  92085-1953 

 
Event to be held at the Vista Masonic Lodge, 761 Eucalyptus Avenue, Vista, CA 92084-6251 
 

About “The Supper Club”  

Since 2005, this cabaret-style vocal performance group has been providing quality entertainment for 
San Diego residents and visitors. For two summers “The Supper Club” was the resident entertainment 
troupe at Café Lautrec of La Jolla. Other engagements have included everything from a talent show at 
The Torrey Pines Christian Church to high society galas at The Westgate Hotel. Our repertoire includes 
popular standards, musical theater and specialty comic songs. “The Supper Club” features the saucy 
and delicious vocal talents of Nicole Mullet, Skyler Dennon and Rick Hernandez; with piano and 
additional vocals expertly served up by Sylvia Lorraine Hartman. Each performer is a well-seasoned 
local favorite.  
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May 15 Cabaret Night 
May 23 & 24 United Scottish Society, Scottish Festival and Highland Games,  
 Costa Mesa 
May 28-30 California Center for the Arts, Escondido, presents “Brigadoon” 
June 26 & 27 San Diego Scottish Highland Games 
July 18 The Tannahill Weavers 

 

 



AMSDconcerts presents The Tannahill Weavers , Sunday, July 18 at 7:30 pm.  The 
Tannahill Weavers are one of Scotland’s premier traditional bands.  Their diverse repertoire 
spans the centuries with fire-driven instrumentals, topical songs, and original ballads and 
lullabies.  Their music demonstrates to old and young alike the rich musical heritage of the 
Celtic people. 

The Tannahills have that unique combination of traditional melodies, driving rhythmic 
accompaniment, and rich vocals that make their performances unforgettable.  Over the years 
the Tannies have been international trailblazers for Scottish music, and their tight harmonies 
and powerful, inventive arrangements have won them fans from beyond the folk and Celtic 
music scenes.  They are firmly established as one of the premier groups on the concert stage.  
From reflective ballads to foot-stomping reels and jigs, the variety and range of the material 
they perform is matched only by their enthusiasm and lively Celtic spirits. 

Tickets are $20/*$45 *Dinner package 

Tickets can be purchased on line at AMSDconcerts.com.  Venue is 4650 Mansfield Street, San 
Diego, CA  92116 

Questions?  Call (619) 303-8176. 
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May 28-30, 2010 

Music by Frederick Loewe 
Book and Lyrics by Alan Jay lerner 
 
Two New Yorkers, Tommy and Jeff, on a hunting trip to Scotland, lsoe their way and stumble into the 
village of Brigadoon, a village which comes into being for only one day in each century.  The villagers 
have gathered in the market place to sell their wares and to discuss the final wedding preparatios of 
Jeannie MacLaren and the boyish Charlie Dalrymple.  Tommy encounters the lovely Fiona and Jeff 
becvomes entangled with the boiserous Meg Brockie as the fate of Brigadoon is threatened by Harry 
Beaton, Jeannies’ rejected suitor.  Audiences have delighted in the whimsical loveliness of the 
highlands, the superb choregraphy and lilting socre of such classics as Almost Like Being in Love, The 
Heather on the Hill, There But for You Go I, Come to Me, Bend to Me and My Mother’s Wedding Day.  
Bring the whole family for a “bonny” day in the Highlands. 
 
For tickets and info, please visit www.artcenter.org or call 1-800-988-4253. Prices are $40-65.  Group 
discounts are available. 
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Beltane's Day  

May 1st is Beltane’s Day - A pagan fire festival which goes back to pre-Christian times - 
originating with Baal in Phoenicia.  It was supposed to encourage the crops to grow.  There has 
been a holiday at the start of May in many parts of Scotland for centuries.  Young girls would 
also rise early to wash their faces in the May dew.  The custom of lighting fires at this time has 
come through in place names such as Tarbolton in Ayrshire ('tor' meaning hill and 'bolton' from 
'Beltane').  The ancient Druidic Fire Festival has been revived by 'New Age' followers who 
gather on the historic Calton Hill in Edinburgh.  This also one of four "Quarter Days.   

From:  http://thecapitalscot.com/scottishcalendar.html 

Famous Scots  
- Captain Kidd (1645-1701)  
Scottish-born pirate, William Kidd was the son of a minister in Greenock and was born around 
1645. He emigrated to New York and married there, earning his living as a sea captain and a 
trader in the Caribbean. He successfully defended American and English trade routes in the 
1690s in the war between France and England.  

In 1695 Kidd sailed to London where he obtained a royal commission to act as a privateer 
against pirates in the Indian Ocean, operating from bases in Madagascar. Reports came back to 
England, however, that he was attacking merchant ships as well as pirates.  

After capturing the fully laden "Quedah Merchant" with cargo worth over $100,000 (at 
historical values) he returned to Hispaniola (now Haiti). He was offered a pardon for his 
surrender and he sailed to Boston. He was treacherously captured and taken to London. In a 
rigged trial, with little real evidence and despite his claim that his crew had mutinied and he had 
no alternative but to join them, he was found guilty and hanged. The treasure from the "Quedah 
Merchant" has never been found.  

From: http://www.rampantscotland.com/timeline/may.htm 



 

 

Advertise in this space for a year! 

It’s time to renew or start your advertising.  Simply mail in your business card and a check for $10 and you will 
appear in the next publication.   

North County Scots, P. O. Box 1953 

Vista, CA  92085-1953 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit us on the web at www.northcountyscots.com 

 


